The Honorable Robert Huff

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 305

Sacramento, California 95814

[Date]
RE: SUPPORT SB 982

Via Facsimile: (916) 651-4929

Dear Senator Huff:
I am proud to write in support of your Senate Bill 982, which would increase the penalties for individuals who solicit or purchase children for sex. This horrific abuse of children must end, and I applaud your commitment to bring justice to those who would prey on our community’s most vulnerable. As a community partner of Crittenton Services for Children and Families, a local non-profit working with young victims of exploitation, I am passionate about ending the demand that feeds human trafficking.

At Crittenton, the children served are living, breathing examples of why it is essential that we end the demand of victims of human trafficking. At its most fundamental level, these children have been repeatedly raped and sexually abused by adults, making it inexcusable that their abusers suffer anything less than the highest level of justice we can muster on their behalf. I believe that SB 982 will provide law enforcement and prosecutors invaluable tools against predators and am encouraged by the steps California is making to address the sexual exploitation of minors.

SB 982 responds to the basic fact that the safety and security of at-risk children and those who have already suffered is reliant upon a system that swiftly and aggressively punishes all predators. Unfortunately, studies have shown that the knowledge of a women or child being a victim of trafficking is not always enough to deter individuals from exploiting them. This uncomfortable fact indicates that leaders at the state and local levels must send a strong message in efforts to deter would-be offenders. One of the major strengths of your SB 982 is that is draws on deterrents that are likely to be successful in the prevention of would-be offenders from engaging in exploitation.

The consequences of exploitation deeply affect victims and continue to ripple through our communities for many years even with effective intervention treatments. Complex trauma that develops from abuse often result in chemical dependency, mental illness, unwanted pregnancy, disease and early death. From a victim perspective, what message is relayed to these youth when the system fails to hold their abusers responsible, and fails to curb the demand that facilitates this heinous crime? Your legislation can help victims like the youth served at Crittenton heal by ensuring that abusers will not continue to terrorize our communities and other children.
Sincerely,

[Name}

