
Crittenton Services Statement 
 
We would like to take this time to thank all community members and partners that have 
been supportive of Crittenton’s overall mission, and the work we do on behalf of the 
youth we help that are involved in the domestic child welfare system, and the 
international youth we’ve helped during times of humanitarian crisis. Our organization 
is proud of the work we do in all seven of the child advocacy and mental health 
programs we are known for, the most prominent at this time being, our youth shelter 
program. 
 
As a child welfare and mental health organization based in Southern California we take 
our licensing standards, national accreditations, professional associations and 
reputation seriously. We are an organization of social workers, therapists, clinicians, 
child development specialists, case managers, nurses, educators, and human services 
professionals that are trauma-informed, that adhere to child welfare best practices, and 
that are well versed in evidence-based practices regarding children’s mental health. 
 
We also understand that many of you are concerned for the youth in our care, but we 
can assure you that we have a decade’s worth of training and experience advocating for 
international youth. As a child welfare agency we are heartbroken by what has 
transpired at the southern border. We have no say in national public policy but can only 
continue to hope that the perspective of child welfare continues to be taken into 
consideration. 
 
To clarify any misinterpretation and the role that the network of shelters play at the tail-
end of this humanitarian crisis, Crittenton for example, provides housing, food, clothing, 
medical, mental health, educational and recreational activities that adhere to not just 
the standards all child welfare agencies must abide by in the State of California, but that 
are also designed with a child-centered approach. The youth in our care will be treated 
in a dignified and respectful manner; they are doing well despite the circumstances they 
find themselves in; and we take great care to customize services for each youth and 
provide a supportive environment where we can help them process through any 
distress they are experiencing.  
 
Finally, we want to acknowledge the kind and compassionate group of donors, mentors 
and volunteer groups that have stepped up in this time of crisis. You have helped our 
youth tremendously by showing them that they are loved and that the community does 
care about their well-being. We are forever grateful for everything you’ve done for our 
mission but most importantly for being present when our youth need your support the 
most. 
 
 
 


